
Banner Witcoff is Proud to Announce
That Robert Katz Has Been Selected
for Two FICPI Leadership Roles

Starting in 2023, Robert Katz is now serving in two leadership roles for FIPCI: President of the US
Chapter of FICPI and Vice President of the FICPI CET Committee. 

Commenting on his appointment to president of the section, Rob said, “FICPI represents a critical
constituency within the international IP industry. Since 1906, the organization has been dedicated
to strengthening the practice of independent IP attorneys. I look forward to continuing to strengthen
this organization, and am thrilled to have this opportunity.”  As president of the U.S. section of
FICPI, Rob intends to work to increase the US membership in FICPI and promote the benefits of
the organization.

Rob has also been named a Vice Present of FICPI’s CET Committee Study & Work Committee
(Commission d’Etude et Travail).  The CET Committee is FICPI’s Study & Work Committee and is
the largest committee in the organization with over 200 members and eight specialized groups. The
CET Committee works to create high-quality opinions and cultivate discussions of the trending
topics in intellectual property and jointly leads FICPI’s substantive work to improve the IP system. 
Rob said, he is “honored to serve in this leadership role as well and help to move important IP
issues to the forefront and formulate opinions on these issues.”

About FICPI

FICPI is the only international non-governmental organization whose membership consists entirely
of intellectual property attorneys in private practice advocating common solutions and advocacy for
private IP practitioners. FICPI promotes the benefits of the value of independent IP attorneys, who
bring insights and counsel from a wider external perspective and a commitment to high quality
work. More information about FICPI can be found at ficpi.org. 

About Robert Katz

Both nationally and internationally, Rob Katz is considered one of the premier practitioners in the
field of industrial designs, leading the way in the procurement and enforcement of design patents.
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On behalf of the firm’s clients, he has helped procure more than 10,000 design patents in the U.S.
and more than 30,000 design patents/registrations outside the U.S., and has helped to successfully
enforce over 100 design patents. Leaders from foreign design patent offices have consulted with
him regarding industrial design policies, and he has served as an expert in design patent
litigations. He also prepared and filed an amicus brief in the U.S. Supreme Court on behalf of
Industrial Designers Society of America. 

Rob is a former utility patent examiner at the USPTO, where he examined patent applications for
article and material handling devices covering a broad range of applications. Additionally, he
worked as a mechanical engineer designing mechanical, electrical and electromechanical devices
for main-frame computers. Rob uses that experience to help manage various utility patent
portfolios for a number of the firm’s clients.

More information on Rob and his experience can be found here.

About Banner Witcoff

For over 100 years, Banner Witcoff has been protecting IP and propelling business. Our team of
seasoned litigators fiercely protects, enforces, and defends our clientele’s intellectual property and
interests — all over the world. We pride ourselves on our vast knowledge of IP law, serving all its
facets, including patent, trademark, copyright, trade secrets, and more. www.bannerwitcoff.com
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